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On November 30, physicians will see their Medicare reim-
bursement REDUCED 23.3%.  On January 1, 2011, their 
Medicare reimbursement will be REDUCED another 6.1%. 
None of our practices can absorb a 30% cut in reimburse-
ment. While many people believe this will not happen, that 
congress again will delay the cut and not address the real 
problem of the sustainable growth formula, we can’t be 
sure.   
 
At this time we are not asking for a letter writing campaign 
however, we do believe a call to your representative is im-
portant and would be beneficial to this cause. Please contact 
your Congressmen and Senator and ask what their position 
is on this cut in reimbursement.  Ask them what is their 
understanding of SGR and how it applies to Medicare pay-
ment. Also, make it a priority to know the candidates that 
are running for these offices and ask what their position is 
on these issues.  These are the people that will make the 
decisions regarding our practices beginning January 2011.      
 
When talk with them, please remind them that a reduction 
of this magnitude has TWO impacts.  
 
 First may dramatically decrease access to care for 

Medicare beneficiaries. In a recent AAOE survey of 
446 orthopedic practices from all over the country, 
24% stated they would stop seeing Medicare patients 
completely. 32% said they would limit care to 1 new 
patient per doctor per day and 26% stated they would 
limit care to 2-3 new Medicare patients per doctor per 
day. In summary, more than 82% of all orthopedic 
practices indicated they would substantially reduce the 
number of Medicare patients they were willing to see. 

 
 Equally important, and often over looked, is the fact 

that if this cut goes through, it may have a profound 
impact on JOBS. 87% of all respondents stated that if 
the cut goes through, they will have to freeze staff pay. 
68% stated they would reduce health insurance bene-
fits. 42% said they reduce staff hours (but not pay) and 
41% said they would cut staff. In all – virtually every 
group indicated they would do something that would 
have a negative impact on employees.   View results 
from  AAOE’s Medicare Quick Poll Results.  

 
Our representatives need to know that not just patient  
access is on the line – JOBS are on the line as well. If the 
results of this orthopedic based survey is extrapolated to 
every medical group in the country, thousand and poten-
tially hundreds of thousands of jobs may very well be im-
pacted if these cuts go through.   
 
Your Congressmen and Senators may be visiting your area 
while in recess. If they are not, contact them through their 
local constituent offices or in Washington. All of their in-
formation is available on line. This will also give you the 
opportunity to get to know them and express your business 
and individual concerns.   
 
Here are a few website addresses to assist you: 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Medicare_Sustainable_Growth_Rate 
 
http://biggovernment.com/lschratz/2010/06/18/doc-fix-
fails-as-goes-the-sgr-so-goes-health-care-reform/ 
 
http://www.ama-assn.org/amednews/2010/05/03/
gvsa0503.htm 

We need the power of the group. Share this information 
with your staff, ask everyone to call their senators and con-
gressman explaining we need a permanent fix to the SGR.  
 
Thank you,  
 
Advocacy Council 
 
Debra L. Mitchell, RN, BSN, MBA 
Chair 
Children’s Ortho & Scoliosis Surgery 
P: (727)568-6840 
E: dlmitchell@chortho.com 
 
 
Michael A. Berkowitz,  
Member-at-Large 
KSF Orthopaedic Center 
P: (281)440-6960 
E: mab@ksfortho.com 
 
Michael Butler 
Member-at-Large 
Peachtree Orthopaedic Clinic 
P: (404)350-4710 
E: mbutler@pocatlanta.com 
 
Beverly J. Gazmen 
Member-at-Large 
Chesapeake Ortho & Sports Medicine 
P: (410)768-5555 
E: gazmen@earthlink.net 
 
Dorothy Hellums 
Member-at-Large 
SCOR, PC 
P: (575)622-7600 
E: dorothyh@scorpc.com 
 
Graham Newson, Associate Director 
Guest 
AAOS Office of Government Relations 
 
Ronald P. O'Neal, MPH, FACHE 
Member-at-Large 
Alabama Orthopaedic Specialists, PA 
P: (334)274-9116 
E: roneal@aosonline.net 
 
Mona Reimers 
Member-at-Large 
Orthopaedics Northeast, ONE 
P: (260)484-8551 
E: mreimers@orthone.com 
 
April R Jacobson 
Ex-Officio 
Tallahassee Orthopedic Clinic 
P: (850)219-1932 x.3386 
E: april.jacobson@tlhoc.com 
 
David Schlactus 
AAOE Board Liaison 
Hope Orthopedics of Oregon 
P: (503)540-6375 
E: David.Schlactus@HopeOrthopedics.com 
 
Martin Shipman 
Member-at-Large 
Tallahassee Orthopedic Clinic 
P: (850)219-1964 
E: martin.shipman@tlhoc.com 
 
Addy M. Kujawa 
Executive Director 
American Association of Orthopaedic 
Executives 
P: 847-384-4249 
E:kujawa@aaoe.net 
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